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DETAILED ACTION 

1. In the preliminary amendment filed on December 22, 2005, claims 1-7 have been 
cancelled and claims 8-20 been added. Therefore, claim 8-20 are currently pending. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The complete 
meaning of the acronyms have to be stated at least once in the description. 

An appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8-10, 12-14, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Klein et al. (Klein; US2002/0 190956) in view of Binder (US 62081 15). 

As to claim 8, Klein discloses in Universal remote control with display and printer, 
having the claimed: a remote control 10; a control unit 101; a rechargeable battery read on ]f 
0043, Lines 1-12; the remote control 10; temporarily and removably fixed to a docking point 
read on ]f 0100, Lines 8-12; docking point is configured to transmit information to the remote 
control read on H 100, Lines 8-12; the information configured at least for triggering execution of 
the assignment mode on the remote control read on If 0052, Lines 12-15 & U 0060, Lines 4-5; a 
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rechargeable battery is charged by the remotely controllable device read on ]f 0047, Lines 1-7. 
Klein does not disclose a rechargeable battery via an inductive power. 

However, Binder, in energy transfer circuit for receiving electrical energy remotely via a 
contact-less charging unit, teaches the rechargeable battery via an inductive power read on Fig. 
3, and Col. 4, Lines 44-53. The artisan recognizes the obviousness of charging of portable 
battery-operated devices (including those which normally use disposable batteries or which use 
rechargeable batteries and an AC adaptor charger) using an inductive recharging base without 
external charging contact points. This system enables the elimination of disposable batteries or, 
in the case of traditional rechargeable battery packs, of the exposed charging contacts which can 
easily become dirty and not function properly when exposed to sweating and dirty hands, etc. 
The recharging system and method permits portable devices to be easily recharged without the 
need for replacement batteries or charging contacts. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the battery substitute pack of Binder into Klein in order to use an 
inductive recharging base without external charging contact points. 

As to claim 9, Binder further teaches a first transformer 18; a second transformer 21; the 
first and second transformer parts form a transformer when the remote control is docked at the 
docking point read on Col. 4, Lines 44-53. The artisan recognizes the obviousness of a charging 
unit 20 containing a primary coil 21 for producing magnetic flux which surrounds the charging 
unit 20. The primary coil 21 is connected to an oscillator 22 for supplying alternating current to 
the primary coil 21. The varying magnetic field induces an e.m.f. in the secondary coil 18 within 
the battery substitute pack 10 and gives rise to an alternating current which is rectified by the 
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AC/DC converter 26. The d.c. output from the AC/DC converter 26 is fed to the rechargeable 
cell 1 1 and is thereby recharged. In this way, the battery substitute pack 10 can be charged 
inductively without being conductive ly connected to the charging unit 20. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the battery substitute pack of Binder into Klein in order to charge the 
battery inductively without being conductively connected to the charging unit 20. 

As to claim 10, Klein further teaches the remote control 10; configured to be fixed to the 
remotely controllable device read on K 0047. 

As to claim 12, Klein in view of Binder discloses all claim limitations. Klein further 
teaches information related to the assignment mode read on U 0052, Lines 12-15 and U 0060, 
Lines 4-5. 

As to claim 13, Klein in view of Binder discloses all claim limitations. Klein further 
teaches information related to an initialization mode read on U 0125. 

As to claim 14, Klein in view of Binder discloses all claim limitations. Klein further 
teaches wherein the initialization mode is configured to trigger the execution of the assignment 
mode read on ]f 0125, Lines 6-11. 

As to claim 17, Klein further discloses a remote control 10; a control unit 101; the 
control unit configured to execute an assignment mode read on ]] 0060; remotely controllable 
device met by consumer device flf 0047, Lines 21-25; a rechargeable battery ]f 0043, Lines 1-5; a 
docking point read on ]f 0100, Lines 8-12; the information configured at least for triggering 
execution of the assignment mode on the remote control and docking point is configured to 
transmit information to the remote control read on ^ 0052, Lines 12-15 & If 0060, Lines 4-5. 
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Klein does not disclose a rechargeable battery via an inductive power. 

However, Binder, in Universal remote control to interface with computing device, 
teaches the rechargeable battery via an inductive power read on Fig. 3, and Col. 4, Lines 44-53. 
The artisan recognizes the obviousness of charging of portable battery-operated devices 
(including those which normally use disposable batteries or which use rechargeable batteries and 
an AC adaptor charger) using an inductive recharging base without external charging contact 
points. This system enables the elimination of disposable batteries or, in the case of traditional 
rechargeable battery packs, of the exposed charging contacts which can easily become dirty and 
not function properly when exposed to sweating and dirty hands, etc. The recharging system and 
method permits portable devices to be easily recharged without the need for replacement 
batteries or charging contacts. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the battery substitute pack of Binder into Klein in order to use an 
inductive recharging base without external charging contact points. 

As to claim 18, the claim is interpreted and rejected as to claim 9. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein in view of 
Binder and further in view of Beart (US 2006/0043927). 

As to claim 1 1 , the first and second transformer parts each comprise a core with at least 
one of the cores including a permanent magnet read on ]] 0033. The artisan recognizes the 
obviousness of the charging unit may be positioned so that it hangs vertically or horizontally to 
attached the unit to be charged at right position. The connecting means may be adapted to enable 
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the charging unit and the device to be mated in a large number of different relative orientations. 
Thus the user can "clip" the surface of the charging unit to the device easily. In this case, the 
surface may be incorporated directly into a mains-powered charging unit, providing a low-cost 
"no wires" easy-travel solution onto which a device can be conveniently pressed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the Retention of rechargeable devices of Beart into Klein in view of 
Binder in order to provide a low-cost "no wires" easy-travel solution onto which a device can be 
conveniently pressed. 

6. Claims 15, 16, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Klein in view of Binder and further in view of Zuehlke (US 5736795). 

As to claim 15, Klein in view of Binder discloses all claim limitations except second coil 
is configured to carry an electrical load of controllable impedance and switched by a specific 
frequency. However, Zuehlke in, a method and apparatus for controlling the supply of 
alternating current to a load by means of a solid state switching circuit, teaches the second coil is 
configured to carry an electrical load of a controllable impedance read on Col. 3, Lines 37-43; 
the controllable impedance configured to be switched by a specific frequency read on Col. 5, 
Lines 33-40 and claim 8. It is obvious that to minimize the power diverted from the switched 
current to the control circuitry. One reason is that any power diverted from the switched current 
increases the effective voltage drop across load switch 20 when the load switch is in its low 
impedance state, and increases effective bleed current (leakage) when the load switch is in its 
high impedance state. The less the diverted power, the greater the range of load currents which 
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can be effectively switched without affecting operation of the controlled load. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the Solid state AC switch with self-synchronizing means for stealing 
operating power of Zuehlke into Klein in view of Binder in order to provide the greater the range 
of load currents, which can be effectively switched without affecting operation of the controlled 
load. 

As to claim 16, Klein in view of Binder discloses all claim limitations except a filter. 
However, Zuehlke teaches a filter tuned to the specific frequency read on Col. 8, Lines 17-21 
and Claim 8. It is obvious that a zener diode 63 connected across capacitor 62 limits the voltage 
there across to the voltage desired from storage circuit 60. A small capacitor 64 also connected in 
parallel with capacitor 62 provides high frequency filtering. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate the Solid state AC switch with self-synchronizing means for stealing 
operating power of Zuehlke into Klein in view of Binder in order to provide a known frequency 
to control the switch. 

As to claim 19, the claim is interpreted and rejected as to claim 15. 

As to claim 20, the claim is interpreted and rejected as to claim 16. 

Citation of Other Prior Arts 
7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Chen discloses in Contact-less energy transfer apparatus (US 2003/0030342), Cheng 
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discloses in Contact-less power transfer (US 7525283), and Art discloses in Transmitter for 
radio-controlled toy (US 7288917). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fekadeselassie Girma whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5886. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)? If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/FG/ 



/Daniel Wu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2612 



